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open grounds, classical performing arts had specific theatre-houses, music halls and 

studios. Vishnudharmottara speaks of two types of theatre-houses-rectangular and 
square ones. The Natya Sastra mentions Vikrshta (rectangular), Chaturasra and Tryasra 
theatres, and further divides each of them according to their measurement as Sreshtha, 
Madhyama and Avara, thus making a total of nine varieties. Sangitamakaranda has only 
the Chaturasra variety, while Saradatanaya’s Bhavaprakasa gives three types—namely 
Vrita, Chaturasra and Misra. 

In Vishnudharmonara, the measurement of each side of a Chaturasra Natyagrha {s 
given as one hundred and twenty-eight hastas. The dimensions of rectangular theatre are 
not certain. 

The dimensions of different theatres mentioned in Natya Sastra are given below: 


I ancient days, though the performance of folk art forms were done in the streets and 


Sreshtha vikrshta : 108 x 54 hastas 
Madhyama vikrshta: 64 x 32 hastas 
Avara vikrshta : 32 x 16 hastas 
Sreshtha Caturasra: 64 x 64 hastas 
Madhyama Caturasra : 32 x 32 hastas 


Avara Caturasra : 16 x 16 hastas 

Sreshtha Tryasra : 64 hastas on each side 
Madhyama Tryasra: 32 hastas on each side 
Avara Tryasra : 16 hastas on each side 


All the theatre structures mentioned here must have been related to temples. The 
permanent theatre-houses in Kerala were Kittampalams, mostly situated on the premises 
of temples. They were designed for the performance of Kittu and Kitiyattam. 

Almost all the temples of Kerala might have had Kattampalams in the olden days. So 
far I have sighted their remnants in about twenty temples. 


The location of the Kiittampalam 
Devasyagre daksinato rucire natyamandape 
sarvam samacaret natyamandapesu yathocitam 


The above sloka gives the position of the Kittampalam: “The theatre-house is situated 


in front of the sanctum, on the right-hand side. It should have all the appropriate 
decorations.” 
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Paryante pratiyonibhaji bahiruddhevottarasyathava 

madhyasthe dalite, tato vibhajite samyak caturvargakeih 
syadamSah pada, mayatistu vitateirdvabhyam padabhyam yutam 
tacchista tati, ruttaram natanadhamnam dvitrisamkyam matam 


This sloka speaks about the perimeter of a Kittampalam. The perimeter of the 
Kittampalam should be the ‘pratiyoni’ of the structure. It should be longer than double 
the breadth of pada, the rest being the breadth. The Kittampalam can have one or two 
arudha beams too. In this way the perimeter can be determined. The following sloka 
describes how to determine the length and breadth in relation to the perimeter. 


nahardhe caturvimSamSe vistaram dasabhagatah 
sodasamSe dasama va kuryadva suramandire 


Divide half the perimeter by 24, 10 of these will be the breadth and the rest will be the 
length. Divide it by 16, 10 out of this will be the length. 

The peculiarity of the. Kittampalams of Kerala is in the nature of their rafters. The 
following Sloka speaks about the number and nature of the rafters. 


ekaikastasu diksu par$vayugale dve dve ca bhagadvaye 
dyastau dirghalupa vidigga talupa svabaddhamillah punah 
kalpyaScodalupa dvayisu samalakshastasu konanmukha 
dvedha, sarvalupantaram tu padamatram citrapatyujjvalam. 


Sixteen rafters, one in the middle on either part and two each on either side of that, four 
in the kotis, two at the front and one straight, stretch down from the roof top. In addition 
to this, there are chetiras or jack rafters parallel to those at the kotis. From where these 
chetiras start reaching down to the beams, there should be angular rafters diagonal to the 
Tespective chetiras and from there up to the Koti on the opposite side of the diagonal. The 
angular rafters starting from the first three chetiras from top, after touching the beams on 
the sides, will end at the place where the first chetiras on the other side begin. The rafters 
that start from the other two chetiras after reaching the beams will end at the place where 
the first straight rafter starts from. Thus there will be five chetiras inside the beam. All the 
angular rafters starting from the chetiras [on the nettippuram or shorter side of the roof] 
Will cross the beam and end at the chetiras on the opposite side. Thus the space between 
‘wo rafters will be a pada. All the points the rafters cross should be made beautiful with 
decorative girders. 

The following slokas provide the basis for determining the location of the stage 
Platform and its measurements. 


The location of the stage 

Tahigasya nipravitatih samasimni maddhya- 
Stipyah svamiila sadanasya tu pascimayam 
Stiipi tathagamavidam kusalena kalpya 
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prayena bharavitatih sruti hastadairghya. 


The stage should be constructed at the back of the Kittampalam. Its front 
vamatappuram (rafter joint) should be so built as to come exactly under the dome or 
cupola at the centre of the Kiittampalam. The stage also should have a dome. The 
perimeter of the beam should be about 4 measures (kol), That means the stage has to be 4 
kol square. 

The Measurements of the Stage 


rangam swayoni parameva, samamavasram 
vedamghri cottaralupadya citanga Sobhi 
pascad mrdangapadamasya tatopi pascad 
naipathyadhama ca vibhaga vida vidheyam. 


The yoni of the stage and that of the Kittampalam should be the same. Jt should be 
square with four pillars and fitted with beams and rafters. On this stage at the back is the 
place for the mizhavu. Behind that should be constructed the green room. 

Below are the details of the Kittampalams in Kerala that I have come to know: 


Temple The Measurements of Kattampalam (Metres) 
Total The Stage The green room 
1. Chengannur-only the foun- 
dation. Eggshaped 19x15 3'2 mi? Hhx 2h 
2. Haripad . 1S'ax 11 4m 6x2 
3. Tirunakkara 1S x11 4.2m 45 x2 
4. Arpukkara 12.6 x 8.4 3.9m? 3.9 x 1.85 
5. Tiruvarpu 10.25 x 7.5 3.45 x 3.25 (No permanent 
green room) 
6. Kidangur 14x10 43m 43x28 
7. Muzhikulam 14x 1.35 48x38 55x28 
8. Lrinjalakuda 21x 158 6m? 6x3 
9. Peruvanam 14.3x98 Shm 5x 1.34 
(old foundation 21.55 x 18.4) 
10. Thrissur 23.5 x 17.5 6.3m 54x22. 
IL. Thriprangottu (foundation) 12.7x9.7 3.4x3m. 2 


12. Chelakara (Pazhayannur) : - = 
13. Govindapuram, Vanneri 

(Foundation only) « 
14. Panniyur near Kuttipuram - 


15. Tiruvegappuram 13x11 4.15 m* 11x13 
16. Tirumandhamkunnu 9x65 No stage. Raised 64x24 
floor 
5.35 x 3.95 
17. Tirvalattur (near Kotumpa) 17.3x48 5x48 4.8 x 1.75 


(old foundation 20 x 13) 
18. Taliparampu (only foundation) - 3 = 
19. Guruvayur 10.7x84 3.6m 42x17 
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From the above measurements it may be seen that most of the Kittampalams were 
rectangular in shape. Their size varies from the 9 metre long and 6’/2 metre broad structure 
Kittampalam at Tirumandhamkunnu to the 23'/ metre long 17.5 metre broad structure at 
Thrissur Vadakkumnatha. The stage at the biggest Kittampalam of Thrissur 
Vadakkumnatha temple is 6.25 metres square. Generally speaking, the length is 1.4 times 
the breadth. The size of the stage ranges from 3.6 metres square (Guruvayur) to 6.3 metres 
square (Thrissur Vadakkumnatha). 

For want of space, the description of the sculptures, etc. of these Kittampalams is 


avoided here. 


From Margi Souvenir 1971, Trivandrum. 
Translated by Sudha Gopalakrishnan. 


